
                   PORTSDOWN 
 

   www.portsdownu3a.org.uk 

AGM Meeting 2
nd

 December 2020 
 

Page 1 of 5 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting via Zoom 
 

Acronyms used in these Minutes:  Portsdown University of the Third Age (Pu3a) 
 
 
The Meeting started at 2.05pm 
 
Linda Hugo-Vieten (LHV) gave notice of the Annual General Meeting. 
 
1. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on the 20th November 2020: 
The minutes and all relevant documents were emailed to all members with an email 
address and the same documents were posted to those members without email. 
 
2. Matters arising: 
There is an amendment to the minutes for the 2019 AGM: 
The independent examiner surname is Eric Norman not Eric Noble. 
 
3. Chairman’s Report: 
The December 2019 social that took place on 18th, the afternoon was divided into 4 
sections, a quiz organised by Joan Smart, a performance by the Ukes of Wallington, 
refreshments curtsey of the Local History group and lots of cake, finishing off with a 
festive sing-a-long with a ‘scratch’ choir assembled by Peter Mumford.  It was a most 
enjoyable occasion to complete our General Meetings for 2019 and hopefully bring 
some seasonal cheer into our lives. 
 
The Annual Lecture given by Professor Chris French on ‘The Paranormal’ took place 
on Wednesday 25th November 2019 at CBC.  The lecture had a lot of interest with 
167 tickets distributed to Pu3a and the other U3a’s in the Southern Central Network 
and was enjoyed by those able to attend with a good Q and A session.  The 
refreshments were outstanding, so a really big thank you to those who gave of their 
time that day in the kitchen and to those members for baking a wonderful array of 
cakes.  Not to forget those at the front-of-house, all-in-all you all helped to make this 
event a success.  Thank you. 

 
The Annual Lecture for November 2020 had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 
restrictions and the closure of the venue.  This lecture on The Medici: Florence and 
the Golden Age of Art by Ernest Rhea has been rescheduled for Wednesday 17th 
November 2021. 
 
With the lockdown in mid-March our normal membership renewal was interrupted so 
many more members paid using either the postal or bank transfer method.  The 
membership monies trickled in over the next two and a half months and at the end of 
that time we still had 263 members even though we couldn’t meet.  This autumn we 
gained our first new member, a walker, for this financial year so we now have 264. 
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Earlier this year a projector was purchased for the use of all groups in Pu3a.  We 
purchase the items, a projector and screen that were recommended to the 
committee.  Maureen Vilar kindly offered to house this resource and her offer was 
accepted by the committee.  She is also responsible for keeping a record of the 
bookings.  This item is waiting in the wings to be used again. 
 
The fortnightly newsletter started in mid May 2020 and the first edition was sent out 
to the membership, by email and post, on Friday 29th May 2020.  The idea behind 
the venture was to be all inclusive with the membership, so those without email could 
still be feel part of the membership.  All members have been encouraged to send in 
their articles and these have been received by email and post.  Many members have 
said how much they enjoy the newsletter as it keeps them in touch with what other 
members are and have been doing.  It has now been running for over 6 months and 
the committee wish to thank the News Editor for his hard work and for agreeing to 
help with this new successful venture. 
 
The three walking groups started walking again back in June/July with just 6 
members with a picnic lunch. Since then the necessary Covid secure documentation 
in conjunction with the National recognised body for walking, the Ramblers 
Association, has been produced and is currently in use by all three walking groups.  
This means that up to 30 members can walk in a group with the Walk Leader having 
completed the necessary documentation and individual walkers, having completed 
the Personal Checklist.  The first walks under these regulations resumed on 9th 
October 2020.  The maximum that have walked in a group so far is 9. 
 
Unfortunately these groups have not been able to operate during the second 
lockdown as only 2 members could walk together during this period.  The restrictions 
were lifted today, 2nd December 2020, with only 6 persons walking together outside, 
but with our Covid secure documentation in place the situation will be investigated so 
hopefully we can return to some type of normality. 
 
The licence to operate Zoom for up to 100 participants was purchased in November 
by the Treasurer to enable Pu3a to have a virtual AGM in 2020 and we are using it 
today.  The treasurer holds the licence so all bookings have to be made through him 
and only one group at a time can be linked to it, so early bookings are essential.  For 
those unfamiliar with Zoom the Treasurer will give support if required.  The Secretary 
will be giving more information regarding the groups currently using Zoom in her 
report. 
 
There will be an increase in the individual membership subscription, previously 
known as capitation, paid annually to the Trust starting at the beginning of our 
financial year 2022/2023.  This was approved at the Trust’s AGM at the end of 
September this year.  The increase will raise the fee we send to the Trust from £3.50 
to £4.00 per head.  This is the first increase for 12 years and it was passed with, 508 
voting in favour, 221 against the motion, with 22 abstentions. 
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Charitable support for veterans and disadvantaged children – a group of members 
have continued supporting the veterans by knitting the strips of squares which are 
then turned into various size blankets to suit the needs of the recipients.  A few more 
members have come forward during lockdown to continue this venture.   
Some of the wool was not suitable ply for blankets so some of these ladies have 
been making knitting scarves; they have also been knitting animals and dolls with 
associated clothing for children.  These items will be given to the Salvation Army for 
distribution to under-privileged children in the area over the Christmas period. 
The members who have started or continued knitting over this period have found it 
has helped with their mental well-being. 
 
I would just like to say a few words about Julie, who suddenly passed away last 
week on Tuesday, 24th November 2020.  Julie was a valued and active member of 
Portsdown u3a since joining in September 2014.  She had immersed herself in many 
groups during this time and taken on responsibilities as the Membership Secretary 
and group leader.  Julie loved her walking with lunch afterwards and travelling off to 
various destinations with other members.  Julie had a cheerful, bubbly disposition 
and will be missed by all who knew her. A condolence card has been sent to the 
family from the membership. 
 
Membership Fee financial year 2021/2022 – The Committee unanimously agreed at 
the last committee meeting to give the existing membership, now standing at 264, a 
free subscription year for 2021/2022 and having consulted with the treasurer he 
stated ‘There are sufficient funds available to carry this proposal’.  Tony will give you 
the figures in his report. 
 
The news we have been waiting for, the announcement of a vaccine from 
PfizerBiontech that has been approved by the MHRA for the UK and will be arriving 
on our shores next week.  Although it has been stated that the NHS, Care Homes 
and the over 80s will be the first to receive the vaccine the rest of us will not be too 
far behind, as AstraZeneca in Oxford are waiting in the wings to have their vaccine 
approved.   

 
Our demographic group will be next, so next April is looking really, really positive, a 
light on the horizon, so we can be getting back to normal, starting to meet up again 
and resume groups. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report and the Appointment of an Independent Examiner for the 
Accounts: 
Our Constitution requires an independent examination of the accounts.  A full audit 
was completed by Eric Norman CPFA in April 2021 who reported: “I have reviewed 
the financial records and associated documents and can confirm that the accounts 
as presented are a fair reflection of the financial transactions of Portsdown U3A in 
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the financial year 2020/21 and of the financial standing of the organisation as at 
31/03/2021. 
 
There are no matters relating to the accounts or financial records that I need to bring 
to the attention of the members.” 
 
I will be asking Eric Norman to review the 2020/2021 accounts at the end of this 
financial year. 
 
A copy of the Balance sheet was sent out prior to the AGM and there were no 
questions arising. 
 
5. Secretary’s Report: 
We were able to have our General Meetings as usual in January and February 2020, 
but because of Covid-19 the remainder of our meetings from March 2020 until now 
have had to be cancelled.   
 
Cosham Baptist Church, the venue for our General Meetings, and it has been closed 
since the first lockdown in March 2020.  The congregation have been meeting in a 
virtual setting so there have been no actual church meetings throughout this period.  
The Office Manager, Sam, has been keeping the committee updated on secular 
decisions regarding the venue.  
 
Scams – We have been notified, in various ways, about the abundance of scams 
being perpetrated on the unsuspecting general public via the telephone, text, email 
and television during the pandemic.  Members have sent in their concerns and the 
details about most of them have been sent out to the membership electronically and 
through the post as a warning.  Please be vigilant even when it looks authentic as 
the clever ones look real, find a way to check independently and don’t do anything in 
haste because if it is genuine no one will rush you. 
 
Covid-19 – The National Office have kept us up-to-date throughout this pandemic 
with the latest information, sending on the table from the Government with their 
additions on how the ‘rules’ relate to our membership and the precautions we need 
to take to continue operating in a safe and secure way.  This information has been 
passed on to the membership as and when it arrives. 
 
Groups using Zoom – The following groups have either had their first meeting using 
Zoom or they have booked their first one or will be using Zoom in the very near 
future: French Conversation; Local History, Art Appreciation and Photography.  The 
Bridge group has been using Zoom for some time without a licence, logging in again 
after the allotted time for a free 40 minutes, from now on they will be using our 
licence on a weekly basis. 
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Talks using Zoom – The Speaker Secretary is looking into the resumption of the 
monthly talks starting on Wednesday 20th January 2021 at the usual time of 2.00pm.  
There are many speakers offering talks using Zoom, but their proficiency and 
professionalism in using this new medium is unknown at present.  Peter will be 
looking into what is available and some committee members will vet potential 
speakers so we can have as good an experience as possible, as we hope to trial this 
new venture for the first 3 months of next year, January through to March 2021.  
 
6. Elections: 
 
Election of a member (non-officer) to the Committee: 
 

I. Speaker Secretary: Nomination – Peter Smith proposed by Jill Smith and 
seconded by Greta Hicks 

 
Peter Smith was duly elected to the Committee. 
 
Beryl Shepherd pointed out the procedure for electing Members to the Committee. 
 
Closure of the formal business of the meeting at 2.27pm 
 
 
Signed     Date  
 
 


