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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT COSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH, COSHAM 

  

Acronyms used in these Minutes:  South Central Network (SCN), Portsdown University of 

the Third Age (PU3A)  

The Meeting started at 2.05pm 

Linda Hugo-Vieten (LVH) gave Notice of The Annual General Meeting. 

1. Apologies had been received from Sue Anderson, Liz Parry, Pat O’Mahoney and Audrey 

Evans. 

2. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on the 21st November 2018: These 

and all relevant documentation had been emailed to all those members with an email 

address, the documents were posted to 20 members without email and paper copies were 

available at the meeting. 

3. Matters arising: There were no matters arising and it was thus agreed unanimously that 

this was a full record of events.  Proposed by Chris Hatton and Seconded by Maureen Vilar.   

4. Chair’s Report: 

As the U3A is a self-help organisation and we are all classed as volunteers it does mean 

we can be called upon to share our gifts enabling PU3A to grow and helping each other to 

grow in confidence. 

 

I would like to thank all members for their support and kindness over the last 12 months, 

especially the committee, but also those who have given of their time and energy in small 

ways – it may have just been an encouraging smile, so I would like to give a heart-felt 

thanks to all of you – the members - for your support. 

 

That leads me on nicely to all the Group Leaders and their deputies, both old and new, old 

not in years but in your continuing effort, without you PU3A would not be the vibrant 

organisation it is today.  We are our groups and thank you so much.   Marion will talk about 

what is new in her report. 

 

The other part of retaining and attracting members is our monthly General Meeting with its 

variety of talks given by informed and interesting speakers.  We have learned a lot over the 

last 12 months in subjects ranging from how ‘SkyLab’ disposed of its human waste to the 

third instalment of the ‘History of Salisbury’, the range was varied and interesting with 

questions at the end keeping the topic alive.  We owe a big thank you to the Speaker 

Secretary, Peter Smith, for his time and effort in arranging a thought-provoking programme. 
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We wish to remember the seven members who have passed away this year and their 

contribution to the life of PU3A.  Their going was marked by a condolence card to the family 

and by members attending their funerals. 

 

The upgrade for the Beacon database we use to hold all our members’ details is well and 

truly underway.  The Third Age Trust Board of Directors has decided to partner with APT 

Solutions Ltd for this project following a recommendation by the Beacon Upgrade Working 

Group.  The working group is comprised of U3A members and representatives of the Third 

Age Trust.  The upgrade will deliver a system designed for the U3A movement, by the U3A 

movement, involving U3A members throughout the process. 

 

The next stage of the project will be a discovery phase in which the knowledge they have 

already gathered from U3As and members is consolidated and built upon to ensure the 

upgrade meets the needs of U3As and users.  They will do this by using the information 

they have already gathered plus a number of additional exercises such as focus groups 

with U3A members.  We will keep the membership informed of the progress made on our 

website. 

 

An update on our website 

WORDPRESS is the program that PU3A uses to allow the documents and images that are 

sent in by you to be published on the internet.  The web designer, Steve Wood, designed 

our original site using WORDPRESS. 

 

Simon our web-editor uploads many minor upgrades for this software over a twelve month 

period.  About very six months there is a major upgrade.  Simon updated the latest version 

of WORDPRESS this month, which had some significant changes and upgrades.  This 

version does not appear to have caused us any problems with the website.  A quote from 

Simon ‘Our website is secure for some years to come’.  He also updated the ‘Word Cloud’ 

last weekend with up-to-date data. 

 

Simon would like you to keep an eye on the website and give him feedback on ‘What we 

could do better?’  ‘Any problems, etc.?’  Simon awaits your influx of emails.  Please 

remember about copyright and the legal requirements when sending in content. 

 

We send our grateful thanks to Simon, from the membership, for the admirable work he 

does for PU3A, as this also invokes positive comments by those who visit the site and 

increases our membership.  If there is a budding web-editor deputy out there please let us 

know. 

 

I attended the National Conference in the last week of August this year at Nottingham 

University.  Even though it is some distance it was very worthwhile.  I was able to network 

with some of the members from the SCN asking questions, comparing our way of working 

against theirs and discussing the finer points of issues.  I also attended three workshops 



PORTSDOWN U3A AGM MEETING 20TH NOVEMBER 2019 

             
             AGM – 20.11.19 Page 3 of 6 

 

from creative thinking through to considering the movement’s development. A very thought 

provoking and interesting conference. 

 

The Annual Lecture is on track for next week.  Those who are helping with refreshments 

and cake making are sorted along with the celebration cake made by Charmian.  The U3As 

in the SCN have all been invited along with our own members; at present over 140 tickets 

have been allocated.  Many are looking forward to the talk on ‘The Paranormal’ by 

Professor Chris French from Goldsmiths, University of London. 

 

The committee and members would like to thank Julie, Judy and Ian, who stepped down 

from the committee during the year, for their contribution towards the running of PU3A.  

They would also like to thank Joyce, who steps down today as Group Co-ordinator, for all 

her hard work. 

 

There were no questions arising. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report and the Appointment of an Independent Examiner for the 

Accounts: 

Our Constitution requires an audit or independent examination of the accounts.  A full audit 

was completed by Eric Noble CPFA who reported:  “I have reviewed the financial records 

and associated documents and can confirm that the accounts as presented are a fair 

reflection of the financial transactions of PU3A during the year 2018/19 and of the financial 

standing of the group as at 31st March 2019. 

There are no matters relating to the accounts or the financial records that I need to bring to 

the attention of the members.” 

I will be asking Eric Noble to review the 2019/20 accounts at the end of this financial year. 

Income less expenditure for the financial year 2018/19 was £361. 

Overall assets of PU3A was £4,185 as at 31st March 2019. 

Subscriptions for this financial year shown as Creditor was £3,461 

Bank balance as at 31st March 2019 was £6,428 and cash £232. 

The PU3A AGM occurs many months after the end of the financial year so a more up-to-

date set of accounts have been produced which show Bank - £3,402 and Cash - £311.  

Total assets - £3,967 and income less expenditure - -£218. 

There were no questions arising. 

6. Secretary’s Report: 

The U3A SCN Publicity and External Liaison Meeting was held in April and hosted by 

Warsash U3A.  This was the first time there had been one of these annual meetings held 

for these subjects and two members attended.  Nine U3As were present, each gave a 

critique on how and where they publicised their organisation.  Some were using the usual, 
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newsletters – monthly or three to four times a year, leaflets/flyers, website, notices, general 

meetings, etc.  We were interested in how Facebook was being used.  Waterlooville were 

keen advocates. Chris Hatton made contact but didn’t feel she gained a lot from the 

meeting.  We have a very open mind on using a variety of communications with our 

members and the public so anyone with any ideas please come forward and tell us.  We 

would welcome volunteers in this area so please let us know you are interested.  As this is 

a very large area we have a Publicity Team to cope with the various facets. 

 

Joyce Wilkinson was very busy organising a number of talks on internet safety and software 

courses with Hugh Cull who is a lecturer/tutor within the Community Department of 

Highbury College.  The talks were run on a number of occasions during the spring and 

summer to allow the maximum number of members to attend and they were pleased with 

the information they received.  Also a free 5 week beginners course in May/June and a 5 

week intermediate course in the autumn using Libre Office was organised for PU3A 

members.  This software is extremely similar to MS Office in its facilities and operation; the 

difference being, the inputted actions were not being harvested by Microsoft.  Those 

members who attended found their IT skills and knowledge increased and they gained in 

confidence. 

 

Portsmouth Festivities – The Young People’s Debate 

This annual event was held at Portsmouth Grammar School on the 18th of June with Carole 

Chapman and Nigel Gossop making their usual guest appearance to oppose the motion.  

The proposed motion this year was: ‘This house believes in introducing a maximum voting 

age’.  The outcome was a dead heat – well done Carole and Nigel in keeping PU3A in the 

spotlight.   

 

In July I attended the Secretaries regional meeting at The Hub in Portsmouth. There were 

representatives from 7 U3As attending. The meeting identified that all U3As in the area had 

the same major difficulty - the problem of getting people to serve on the committee. Trish 

and Linda will be attending, at the end of this month, a National Workshop which is focusing 

on Recruiting and Valuing Volunteers so hopefully they will return with ideas and good 

practice for PU3A. 

 

From the Publicity Team we now have a number of members who are ensuring PU3A is at 

the forefront of people’s minds.  The following members are responsible for posters and 

leaflets being spread across the city as well as – Margaret and the Pompey Pensioner, 

Wendy and the Directory, Judy at Drayton Information Centre, Christine and the Open 

Afternoon, myself and Flagship, with Peter and the newsletter and Simon with our - pièce 

de résistance - the website. Members contribute to our brilliant website, so well done 

everyone, including Simon who makes it so appealing.  We need more people to help 

spread the load as publicity is a massive area.  If you can help in any small way - shout! 
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The Group Leader’s annual meeting and lunch was held mid-August at Cosham Baptist 

Church.  There were amicable discussions on various points and issues raised at the 

meeting;  ending about midday.  The lunch, following on from the meeting, was provided by 

outside caterers and it was of its usual high standard. 

 

Open Afternoon was held in the second week of October, as usual, as part of Portsmouth’s 

60+ Festival.  The Groups did themselves proud yet again ensuring tables were ready to 

woo are visitors – you never disappoint.  The refreshment team kept everyone fed and 

watered and wow what a selection of homemade cakes.  So thanks to you all for a positive, 

friendly occasion which was just great – we are still reaping the benefits now. 

 

It is great to see our Groups going from strength to strength.  There are many inquiries 

through our website with people wanting to either join or try out one or more of our groups.  

With this in mind our Groups page on the website, fourth paragraph, was updated so it was 

very clear how this procedure works.   

‘Prospective members may attend two taster sessions before joining a group. 

This can be with the same group or two different groups.’ 

Also further information has been added to this paragraph for clarification.   

 

Before moving on to our new groups a level of recognition needs to be given to ‘Bridge’.  

Janice has increased her group by at least 150% from what it was a few months ago.  She 

has gone from two tables to five, had to move venues to accommodate larger numbers and 

is using the website for a quiz.  Well done Janice.  Another rip-roaring success is the 

Ukulele group.  It has gone from one group, a beginners group, to two groups, which now 

includes intermediate level.  Well done Glennis.   

 

Sheila has started up a second dining group called ‘Sunday Diners’ which meets once a 

month.  Its first meet-up was just after the Open Afternoon and it is full with one member in 

reserve.  In the new year there will be three new groups:  a second book group called ‘Page 

Turners’ run by Jan starting in February and two groups being run by Trish, ‘Social History’ 

and ‘Creative Writing’ starting in January and February respectively.  Thank you to Sheila, 

Jan and Trish for your willingness to meet members’ needs.  This thank you is extended to 

all group leaders. 

 

Only group closed earlier this year – Gardening – if there is anyone willing to take this on 

please speak to Linda. 

 

Finally, Trish has volunteered to be our Press Secretary starting today. 

 

Julie mentioned that she had recently taken over the leadership of the Music Appreciation 

Group which had recently lost their leader of many years. 

 

There were no questions arising. 
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7. Elections: 

Election of Officers of the Committee: 

1. Vice Chairman: Nomination – Marion Emery proposed by Peter Stewart and seconded 

by Chris Hatton. 

2. Secretary – Nomination – Trish Coussens proposed by Peter Mumford and seconded 

by Christine London. 

All were individually and duly elected on to the Committee. 

Beryl Shepherd pointed out the procedure for electing Members to the Committee. 

8. This is a polite notice just to let you all know that the AGM for 2020 will be moving to June 
2020.  The committee has decided to move the AGM closer to the end of the financial year 
so the accounts become pertinent to the year that has just ended. 
 
In 2021 the AGM will move to May 2021.  We were unable to use May in 2020 as the 
General Meeting talks had already been promulgated in both the Flagship and Pompey 
Pensioners publications. 
 

Closure of the Formal Business of the Meeting at 2.37pm 

 

The meeting was followed by a talk by Marion Emery – Reflections and a 5-piece walnut 

bedroom suite.   

 

 

 

      Signed Linda Hugo-Vieten  (Chair)  Date  3rd December 2019  

 


