Portsdown Post
February – May 2020

Strollers Walking Group on 29th November 2019 depicting the U3A's strap-line - Learn, Laugh, Live.

Message from the Chair
I would like to welcome you all to a brand new year and another decade – I wonder
what is in store for us all; I hope health and happiness.
We are leaving behind a hectic four months of General Meetings and Open
Afternoon, AGM and Annual Lecture, topped off with a December Social. Although the
arrangements for the Social were anything but straightforward; Peter M stepped into the
breach to organise an ‘ad hoc’ choir to lead the singing, with Chris H and Dave T guiding
me towards the ‘Ukes of Wallington’ to be our musical interlude, Joan S never wavered
with the quiz which was both interesting and challenging. The cakes ladies, for the
refreshments, were of your usual high standard and delicious, with the local history group
providing us with the tea and coffee which added to a most enjoyable afternoon, where
everyone had a good time, or so they told me.
A most interesting talk was given by Professor Chris French of Goldsmiths, University
of London, entitled ‘the Paranormal’. Again good things were said and sent to me, so we
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are living up to the reputation set by this event’s originator Carole C and hopefully this
year’s speaker will continue the successful trend. I will let the ‘cat-out-of-the-bag’ later in
the year. The Annual lecture is open, by invitation, to all U3A’s in the Central Network, our
members and visitors alike and, although the weather was rather unpleasant on the day,
we still hosted 122 people to this event. Thank you to Charmian R for her celebration cake
with ghoulies, ghosties and spiders; the speaker was so impressed he took a photograph
away as a memento.
Looking forward; this is another busy time with renewals for both membership and
the ‘Third Age Matters’ magazine with a new membership secretary, Rosalind, and a new
secretary, Trish. Please welcome them when you see them at either general meetings
and/or groups because without their contribution we wouldn’t have the thriving U3A we do
have. That brings me on to new members; we are going from strength to strength, just
under 300 members now. I know we will lose some members at renewals time for a variety
of reasons, but we are gaining all the time – five in December, three in January and two
that I know of coming of in February.
Like any U3A we are our groups, thanks again to our leaders who are continuing for
another year, also to two new leaders who have stepped forward, Trish and Jan, to lead
social history, creative writing and a new book group, Page Turners, respectively. See
more information about these groups further on in the newsletter.
It just leaves the committee and myself to wish you all a healthy, happy and
prosperous 2020.
Linda Hugo-Vieten

Genealogy Group
This is what we’ve been up to lately.
Since October some members of the group have had a tour of Havant cemetery and
been to The Society of Genealogists in London. Group meetings have covered a talk by
one of the members of the group about their family history which took us to connections
with many famous Americans, what we can expect to see on the 1921 census and
discussions about where we are with our research, which is always interesting and
hopefully breaks down “brick walls”. We finished the year with our Christmas buffet.
Looking to 2020, in January we will be watching a video about Wills; Not just a
source for better off ancestors, in February we’re having a speaker to talk on Parish
Registers and in March, as well as our normal meeting, some of the group will be visiting
The National Archives at Kew.
Finally, in April, we are having a speaker to talk about Newspapers.
Vivien Walters

Mahjong1 Group
We have reverted to our winter hibernation plan! We meet in the afternoons, 1:45 to
4:00 pm at the homes of our two kind hostesses, Ann and Rita (many thanks, both, as
ever!). Our meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month, except August.
We enjoy a sociable afternoon, playing the quirky game of Mahjong where the winner isn’t
necessarily the person who has the most ‘points’ at the end of the game. Its origin is
Chinese and some of the words we use are Chinese for certain aspects of the game but
that’s no problem as you pick it up easily as you go along. (We do also use other words of
our own invention, which I will not quote here – for when it’s not going our way!!!) If you
think you might enjoy seeing how all this works in practice, do get in touch!
Christine London
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Stragglers Walking Group
Another year has passed and we are looking forward to the Spring and some better
weather.
Our program for the coming 3 months includes walks in Emsworth, Milton,
Old Portsmouth, Fareham, Southwick and Stansted Park.
Walks are 1 to 1½ miles in length with lunch at a local pub to follow and they take
place on alternate Friday mornings. The full list can be found on the Portsdown U3A
Website under Groups – Stragglers – walks. New walkers are always welcome.
Below are some lovely views taken on a few of our walks.

Mary Chappell
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Sparklers Singing Group

Sparklers singing for fun group had a fun end of year session this December.
Carols and songs with a winter theme, mince pies, Christmas jumpers along with the
usual Sparklers chaos!!
The sessions have been well attended throughout our first year. If any of you would
like to come along to see what we get up to you would be very welcome.
Best wishes for 2020.
Liz Parry
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Buildings Appreciation Group
We have finally come to the end of our studies of the Norman period of architecture,
using English cathedrals as a starting point to discover the various aspects of the style and
learning more about these cathedrals as we did so – some were quite surprising!
We are moving on to look at the Gothic style, which has three developments within it,
so each group member has agreed to take on one small aspect per person to try and
tease out the differences in each and to put together the main features of each. Not as
complicated as it sounds – I am only trying to make it more interesting!! It does still mean
mostly ecclesiastical buildings, since they are the ones that survive - and the group do like
to go out on visits to look at local examples of what we’ve been studying, so there should
be plenty of examples hereabouts – we hope! It might be interesting, too, to tie up some of
our researches with the new Social History group which Trish is starting in January. We
have a good number in the group, hence I am able to parcel out the research areas, but
we can cope with a few more if you are keen! Do get in touch if you think you might enjoy
it. We meet on the morning of the 4th Tuesday of each month, 10:15 to 12:15, using,
where possible, the occasional 5th Tuesday, for outings.
Christine London

iPad Support Group
The iPad support group met in November this year and we were frustrated as the
Wi-Fi system which had been upgraded in Cosham Baptist Church was not accepting our
signing in. Following feedback to the church on the new system, changes have been made
and hopefully in future meetings we shouldn’t have any problems connecting to the Wi-Fi.
Without any Wi-Fi this restricted what we were able to demonstrate.
The next meeting of the iPad support group will be in the New Year and other
members are always welcome to come along with their iPads, or, if they are thinking of
getting an iPad and would like to see its potential, please do come and visit us. This group
is a support group so members can come along with any questions, queries, etc. and we
will try to help them, also we will be trying to show them some new aspects that their iPads
are capable of doing.
Joyce Wilkinson

Computer group
This term the Computer Group has used Libra Office and taught members how to
use templates and insert tables. Many members have been proud of their results.
Some of the group have attended Highbury College for a course on Libra Office this
was for six weeks. They have found it very useful. This course is now on offer again
starting in January, all members will have received a notification of this via email and the
website, if you wish to attend please contact Hugh directly.
The Computer Group continues to meet on the second Tuesday of the month at
2:00 pm at the Church of the Resurrection at Drayton. Members of the group need to bring
their own laptop and all people are welcome to come and try it out to see if they want to
join us. This is a group for beginners.
Joyce Wilkinson
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Photography Group
Our photography group has welcomed two new members who are exhibiting some
excellent photographic work.

Our activities in the past few months have featured using the first letter of your
surname as a topic which produced some interesting pictures. This is “P” for precarious or
“P” for poet.

The level of photo editing has increased amongst the group as the topic “before and
after” encouraged much discussion on how the improvements in photos were obtained.

Our photography group gallery on the website is regularly updated and demonstrates
the improving skills of our members.
You can view the Photography group gallery by using the link below:

http://www.portsdownu3a.org.uk/photography-group/
Tony Paul
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Popular Music Group
Have you enjoyed pop music over the past 50 years or so?
Well, if so, the Popular Music Group meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 10:00 am and we spend an enjoyable few hours listening to a wide range of
music chosen by the members of the group.
At our meeting in December 2019, we heard from artists such as Etta James,
the Ronettes, Wham!, Elvis Presley, the Carter Family, Chuck Berry, the Eagles, Simon
and Garfunkel, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Johnny Cash and Bob Wills. As you can see, we listen to
all sorts of music!
New members are always welcome.
Heather Rogers

French Beginners and Refreshers Groups
Both the Beginners and the Refreshers Groups have continued to meet fortnightly,
on Fridays at 2:30 pm and on Mondays at 2:00 pm, respectively, and we have been
pleased to welcome several new members in the past year, especially to the Beginners
Group.
At our last meeting before Christmas some of us had fun trying to work out the wellknown Christmas songs from a French translation – can you guess which one this is??
Cher Père Noël, glisse un cadeau sous le sapin pour moi,
J’ai été une fille terriblement sage, Père Noël,
Alors descends vite par la cheminée ce soir.
We also watched an amusing video from You Tube called Français Facile (or Easy
French) where a Frenchman explained Christmas customs in France VERY SLOWLY.
Our sessions last about an hour, followed by tea and a chat, so it’s a good way of
keeping your mind active, while also enjoying the company of others.
Heather Rogers

(Answer: “Santa Baby”)

Creative Writing Group
Writing your life story

Our first meeting will be on Wednesday afternoon the 5th February 2020
from 2:00 till 4:00 pm at Rudmore Court, Portsmouth.
We will be start by discussing why we would like to write about our lives,
and find out how we start and how we can tap into the memories to help us
write this story.
If you are interested please come along you will be welcome.
Patricia Coussens

Creative Art Group
Using the same ethos of Observation, Imagination and Memory we have continued to
experiment with different art forms and media in watercolour, pen, pencil, acrylics or
collage, whilst producing “Bags of Fun” we tried out washable Fabric Pens.
Short extracts of literature, music and poetry remain a constant source of material for
exercising the brain and creating unique imagery.
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In September we visited Wymering Manor on Heritage Weekend it was full of
inspirational architectural fittings and fixtures with historical references, plus plenty of
scope for “wild imaginings” from another world!
Next year we’re hoping to summon up new artworks with Gelli Pads and Scraper
Boards.

We had BAGS OF FUN.
Pat O’Mahoney
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Art Appreciation Group

Reflection
Recently the Group looked at the visual effects of reflection in works of art. Reflection
can be caused by water, glass, mirrors, shadows, etc. We looked at how effectively this
technique has been used by a wide range of artists from the Old Masters to contemporary
artists. It can be seen not just in paintings but in sculptures and installations.
Group members found themselves looking at the art all around us, not just in art
galleries and museums, but also in or on the inside and outside of buildings. A good, fairly
local example, of this is the spectacular font in Salisbury cathedral by William Pye
(pictured). Whilst in itself it is a work of art it is shown here producing another artistic effect
with the water reflecting the stained-glass windows.
Thanks to Alan for introducing this work of art and for the photograph.
Carol Evans

Striders Walking Group
Striders is the longest of our three walking groups. We aim to do between 4 and 5½
miles. Sometimes the ground can be uneven so stout walking boots are always
recommended. We also traverse inclines and streams.
We have been to many beautiful places that the leaders have found and guided us
round. Thorough woods and fields along streams and sea fronts. We have seen beautiful
houses, quaint cottages, and an abundance of wild life.
We are very friendly and talkative and enjoy the freedom of the countryside. Of
course no walk would be complete without a tasty lunch to follow. This is optional, but
most people stay and it is nice to enjoy a meal with great company.
We have also included extra walks for the summer. This was near Basingstoke on
the Basingstoke Canal. It was forecast for rain later in the day, and we hoped to complete
the walk before it did. We took our wet weather gear with us just in case. This did prove
useful, but the rain was more of a drizzle and we did not get very wet; the scenery made
up for the weather. It was a very pretty walk and only just over 3 miles. We went to the
Water Witch in Odium for lunch and the food was not bad but the service was slow. I think
a good day was had by all. Why not join us and relish the good life?
Janice Henderson
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Strollers Walking Group
We had a varied programme of walks for the autumn session but unfortunately the
weather hasn’t always been kind to us on a Friday. In the main the walks have been very
local with only two exceptions; Langstone and Emsworth. We saw the sea defences
opened from Hilsea to Stamshaw and return. We had an enjoyable walk on the last day in
November – beautiful day with glorious sunshine. Also all the landscaping that has been
carried out to enhance the experience in this area was exciting and new; the picture at
start of this newsletter is from that day. Really depicts the U3A’s new strapline – Learn,
laugh, live.
Pictures from September’s autumn walks:

13. 9. 19 Southsea

6. 9. 19 Langstone

20. 9. 19 Farlington Marshes

In December a few of us went to recce a new walk in the countryside out East
Ashling way. A beautiful day, pleasant company and excellent food at the ‘Horse and
Groom’. This new walk is part of the winter/spring 2020 programme in April – weather
permitting.
Our walks are usually 2½ to 3 miles across easy terrain, with normally very few, if
any, inclines. The walks culminate with lunch; this is optional, but most people over a
season join the enthusiastic eaters. We are an extremely social group both on the walk
and at lunch. We make new members very welcome and can provide lifts for those who
need them. We walk every alternate Friday, weather permitting. The winter/spring season
started on Friday 3rd January. Walks are listed in Groups under Strollers – see website
for details.
Please use the following contact if interested and someone will be in touch –
Email: contact@portsdownu3a.org.uk
Linda Hugo-Vieten
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Bridge Groups
Bridge is a fantastic game with plenty of challenges. Some knowledge of cards is
extremely useful and if you can play whist you are half way there.
It is also important to be able to count as the bidding relies on knowing how many
points you have and what your partner has told you they have.
There are many conventions and these take time to learn and although I have been
playing for a while I am still learning.
Once you have the basics there are plenty of clubs that you can attend and learn
more. There are also bridge holidays that are arranged for our benefit to enjoy.
Please look for the quiz on the web site, and feedback would be useful.
We have grown and sometimes have around 6 tables but we have room for a few
more people. We play at the Church of the Resurrection at the top of Penarth Ave. The
contribution to room hire is only £1. If you are interest in learning this unique game please
contact me.
Janice Henderson

Social History Group
From the Anglo – Saxons to the Present Day

Our first meeting was held on Wednesday 22nd of January 2020 from
2:00 till 4:00 pm at Rudmore Court Portsmouth.
We had a good turn out and hope more people will be interested as time
goes by.
We discussed what we know about the Anglo–Saxons and realised that
we didn’t know a lot. The first point on our agenda is to find out as much as
possible about who they were, where did they come from and why did they
come. Some information was forthcoming from myself and many questions
were asked, some I could answer. It was agreed that the group would spend
some time finding out about the Anglo-Saxons before the next meeting.
The next meeting is on Wednesday 26th February 2020, same time and
place, when we will discuss what the group have found out. Then we will be
looking at the settlements that grew up in the different areas around Britain,
and begin to look at the way these peoples lived their daily life.
We still have places if anyone would like to join us.
Patrica Coussens

Craft Group
September 2019 - Iris Folding - This craft was led by Joyce.
Iris folding is a simple paper folding technique that originated in
Holland. Colour-coordinated strips of folded paper are taped into
place over a pattern, creating a spiralling design that resembles the
iris of an eye or camera. Originally, Dutch ‘crafters’ would cut their
strips from envelopes with patterned interiors, but now it is common
to use lightweight papers such as wrapping and origami paper to
create iris folded designs. As you can see the ladies produced
some lovely designs – well done.
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October 2019 – Pop up Cards. This craft was led by Chris. This
craft was also card making but completely different to the technique
used for the one above. The card construction was trickier to achieve
than the impression this picture gives to the reader. The ladies didn’t
just make cards for Christmas they also made cards for all occasions.

November 2019 –
Booking Folding – Christmas
Trees. This craft was led by
Sue. As you can see from
the picture – an everyday
paperback has been
transformed into something
quite special, a Christmas tree. It is a lovely decoration to adorn anyone’s house during the
festive period. You can see by the one in the middle how it can be decorated to fit in with
your colour scheme and style. It could be given as a gift that would be treasured by
anyone who received it. Excellent
December 2019 – Christmas Decoration – a wreath shape or a boat. For this craft
there were masses of resources available to make a variety of Christmas decorations –
wreaths for both inside and outside, table decorations with greenery, baubles and bows,
etc to name a few. Even those who felt their skills were limited produced good decorations
which were used in their homes over the festive period.
Here is some of their work – well done ladies.

Charitable Activity
We are continuing, at this present time,
with our current charitable project which is
knitting blanket squares for the Veterans
Outreach Support programme. The ladies have
risen to this opportunity to assist those who are
less fortunate than themselves. Their output has
been phenomenal throughout 2018 and 2019
and we are going to continue for the foreseeable
future. We are now assisted by members and
friends alike in producing squares for this
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worthwhile cause. The quantity and quality of the knitting that is given in at each meeting is
remarkable. Pam forwards the squares to the people concerned. A lady in the charity’s
organisation does a remarkable job sewing them all together as you can see from the
image. Portsdown U3A has now contributed enough squares to complete, at least, 10
blankets measuring 70 x 100 ins for the veterans. Keep up the good work ladies.

General Information
The Craft group meets in Cosham Baptist Church on the 1st Wednesday of the
month between 2:00 – 4:00 pm in the Front Hall, which is situated on the ground floor. The
room and building is accessible to all. Future activities will include a variety of different
crafts, such as, egg cosies and felt flowers, glass painting and necklace making with fabric
and beads, to name a few, with either group members or guest crafters leading the
sessions. You can find the full programme for the year on our website. There are currently
spaces available in the group and we would welcome new members irrespective of ability.
Also if you have crocheting, knitting or any other skills please get in touch – we need you.
If you feel you would be able to lead a session but not necessarily have the time to
commit each month please contact the group leader in the usual way. You would be most
welcome.
Please see Portsdown U3A’s website, the programme tab on the Craft web page for
details of 2020 craft sessions and dates. Please use the following contact if interested and
someone will be in touch.
Email: contact@portsdownu3a.org.uk
Linda Hugo-Vieten

Book Group
This diverse group of book lovers experience a range of genres throughout the year.
The discussion is never boring as the members in the group all have their own
thoughts and opinions on the theme, characters and the quality of writing. Discussions are
always amenable and thought provoking, as every member’s opinion is valued, with
members influencing each other to embrace new authors. Generally, all the books are well
received but occasionally this is not the case. We grade each book from 1 to 10 at the end
of each session. The numeral values can range from 3 to 8-9, or even 10 on occasions for
the same book!!!
Portsmouth Library Service provides our books free of charge. Here are some
recently experienced books:

Call Me by Your Name by André Aciman
‘Call Me by Your Name’ is a 2007 novel that centres on a
blossoming romantic relationship between an intellectually
precocious and curious 17 year old American-Italian Jewish boy
named Elio Perlman and a visiting 24-year-old American Jewish
scholar named Oliver in 1980s Italy. The story moved backward and
forward in time. Its focus was the exploration of a 17 year old’s
(homo) sexuality. The story was well written and the language was
very descriptive. A beautifully atmospheric book, which some found
very touching; they would read the sequel. An enjoyable read which
has been turned into a film. Awarded 6.5
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Babylon Berlin by Volker Kutscher
It’s 1929 and Berlin is the vibrating metropolis of post war
Germany ― full of bars and brothels and dissatisfied workers at the
point of revolt. Gereon Rath is new in town and new to the police
department. Babylon Berlin centres on Detective Gereon Rath
caught up in a web of drugs, sex, political intrigue, and murder in
Berlin as Germany teeters on the edge of Nazism. Good storyline if
rather confusing. It was difficult to follow with foreign names and no
knowledge of the layout of Berlin, if English names and the setting
were known it would have been far more enjoyable read. Some
found this thriller very dark and unpleasant, but clever, and had to
push through to finish it. Awarded 4

Warlight by Michael Ondaatje
In 1945, just after World War II, Rachel and Nathaniel, who is
the narrator, stay behind in London when their parents move to
Singapore, leaving them in the care of a mysterious figure named
The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal, and they both grow
more convinced and less concerned as they come to know his
eccentric crew of friends: men and women joined by a shared
history of unspecified service during the war. The book had beautiful
language throughout. The pace was very measured. Some thought
atmospheric and otherworldly, whereas others felt it was not totally
believable; the children were very worldly. Other words used to
describe the novel were enjoyable, strange, enlightening……
Awarded 4

Convenience Store Woman by Sayaka Murata
This novel is an ironic and sharp eyed look at contemporary
work culture and the pressures to conform in Japan. It is the story of
thirty six year old Tokyo resident Keiko Furukura. Keiko has never
fitted in, neither in her family, nor in school, but when at the age of
eighteen she begins working at a local convenience store she finds
peace and purpose in her life. She does her best to copy the dress,
mannerisms, speech of her colleagues and the rules of social
interaction, playing the part of a “normal” person. A clever
observation of people who do not ‘fit’ into society, who watch ‘normal’
interaction and then mimic it so people will accept them as part of a
team/group. It was felt by the group that the main character Keiko
probably had Aspergers as she had no empathy and her social skills were poor although
some credence was given to the culture she lived in. Some found this novel an effort to
read. Awarded 4
We meet once a month on the 2nd Thursday from 2:00 – 4:00 pm. The group size is
limited to 13 because that is the largest set of the books the library provides. At present
this group is full. This is a fluid situation so please let us know if you are interested by
using the following contact:
Email: contact@portsdownu3a.org.uk
Shirley Russell
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Page Turners Group
Page Turners, effectively a second Book Group, has 3 vacancies. Our first meeting
will be just an hour, 2:00 - 3:00 pm, Friday 7th February, mainly to pick up that month’s
book. Future meetings will be longer, 2:00 - 4:00 pm. at a private address.
Jan Turner

Travel Group
The Portsdown U3A Travel Group have been very active this summer with a very full
diary of events that had been arranged.
In July a Caribbean night was arranged cruising the Solent with a meal in the price
and good reports were reported back saying that those that went on it had value for
money.
In August a trip was arranged to cruise along the Solent to Bucklers Hard with a
Cream Tea if wanted and the weather was very kind to those who went although not as
warm as last year 2018.
In September we had four outings arranged:
First one was an educational walk round Old Portsmouth with Andrew Negus. For
those people who were born and brought up in Portsmouth they learned some facts that
they didn’t even know about. In all the walk should have been two hours long but went on
for much longer as we kept stopping as he was pointing out so many interesting facts.
Second was an evening river cruise again on the Solent with Shep Woolley which
was a very enjoyable as we were able to sing along with some of the songs he sang.
The third visit arranged was to the Churchill War Rooms. This trip was arranged
privately with Wood Coaches as the Travel Group finds it easier to arrange some visits
through them as we can tailor our visits to suit ourselves and it makes it easier to have a
convenient pick up point.
The fourth was a personal trip round Fort Nelson. This was given by Rachel Taylor
who is the granddaughter of one of the U3A’s members. This was a very good trip as she
answered a lot of questions for us, so well done her, as usual we always have questions.
In October a group of us visited the Hospital of St Cross and Alms House of Noble
Poverty in Winchester.
It is a medieval alms house and it has been described as “England’s oldest and most
perfect alms house”. Most of the buildings and grounds are open to the public at certain
times. We were lucky to have been able to book a slot and were taken around by a
resident brother. It is a Grade 1 listed building and was founded in 1136 by Henry of Blois,
Bishop of Winchester, the grandson of William the Conqueror and the younger brother of
King Stephen.
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The Hospital continues an ancient tradition in the “Wayfarer’s Dole”, which consists of
a small horn cup of ale and a piece of bread. The dole was started by a Cluniac monk and
can be obtained by anyone who asks at the Porter’s Lodge. As usual we went to see what
cakes they had and forgot to ask.

We had two things on in November:
The first was on the 25th. We asked Andrew to come and give us a talk on the
“Trans-Siberian Railway”. This was very different to his usual talks, as we all know he
hates the spire of Salisbury Cathedral. It was more on his personal life when he was a
hippie. We have asked him to come back again but just trying to arrange a date as he is
booked up most of 2020.
The second was a visit to the Museum of Brands on the 28th. We arranged Woods
Coaches again to pick us up at the Church of the Resurrection to take us up to London.
The Museum of Brands was full of nostalgia for a lot of us and we were able to see how
much the famous brands have shrunk in size eg Mars bars, Persil washing powder, coffee,
etc.
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In December we had two visits:
First one was to the Bath Market and Highclere Castle. We got picked up from
outside the university building in Winston Churchill Avenue with a few stops on the way to
Bath. It rained all the way up and we even had a flurry of snow whilst we were there. The
hotel at Swindon none of us could fault but the corridors reminded me of a kibbutz.

Highclere Castle (Downton Abbey) was fantastic as we had the place for Just Go
Travel and the place looked stunning with the Christmas decorations up. It also showed
you where the actors in Downton Abbey had their rooms. The only down side was the
coach broke down just outside Southampton; in a garage forecourt which was very
convenient.
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Second was to a visit to Wisley Gardens to see the lights which was a must. Unfortunately a few
people went down with the bug that has been doing the rounds and it was too late for me to contact
anyone else who wanted to do that trip.

Judy Jones

Philosophy Group
“ When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea........ wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem.....” (Matt 2, 1)
I expect we have all attended a good number of school or church nativity plays over
the years, and become used to seeing 3 small boys tripping over their long, colourful robes
and balancing crowns on their heads, standing alongside the shepherds in their traditional
tea towels. But perhaps as adults we need to modify these sentimental images. Nowhere
in the Bible does it say that these wise men were kings; nowhere does it say that there
were 3 of them (only that there were 3 types of gifts) and they probably arrived up to 2
years after those shepherds, certainly not on the same occasion! The important thing is
that they came from the East and they were wise and eager to learn.
So often our knowledge of philosophy (literally “a love of wisdom”) is rooted in the
great figures of the Graeco-Roman world - Plato, Aristotle, Socrates, etc - and as a group
we have spent some time in examining their ideas. But at the beginning of a new year we,
like the wise men travelling back home, will be heading eastwards and exploring the
thoughts of Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha) and Kong Fuzi (Confucius) amongst others.
It will be interesting to see how their ideas interconnect (or not!) with Western concepts of
the world and humanity.
We have much to learn!
Diana Warren
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A Message from Hugh Cull about Windows 7
Support for Windows 7 has now expired. Although Microsoft is pushing people to
move to Window 10 there is a much better choice than awful Windows.
I’m offering a free consultation to all U3A members to discuss moving from Microsoft
to secure privacy based Linux operating system. Linux is used by Banks, Government and
all companies and home users that need a secure reliable operating system that just
works (no pop ups or bloatware).
Currently I have moved over fifty people from Microsoft to Linux and none of them
has asked to go back to Microsoft. The choice is simple; downgrade to Windows 10 or
upgrade to Linux.
If any of your members are interested in having a chat with me (I can visit them in
their home) then they can email me direct. If you would like me to run a session showing
your members Linux then just let me know.
Hugh Cull CompTIA, Cert Ed, AIfL, QTLS, A1, V1
Hugh is an Educational Trainer. You can find him in Room 2.070 (East Side),
Highbury College, PO6 2SA or Hugh.Cull@Highbury.ac.uk by email.

Meetings in the Coming few Months
Unless otherwise stated, all General Meetings will be on the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at the Cosham Baptist Church 48 Havant Road PO6 2QZ starting at 2:00 pm and
will include a talk by the Speakers listed on the subjects named below and refreshments
afterwards
2020
February 19

Madeleine Salvetti

Famous and Infamous of Portsmouth

Paul Harradine

Foot Health

April 15

Jenny Mallin

Five generations of my Anglo Indian family during
the British Raj

May 20

Steve Herra

Body through the Porthole

March 18

17 June [AGM]

Not yet decided

Peter Smith, Speaker Secretary
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